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How long is a piece of RoPE?



The RoPE Score Calculator

https://www.mdcalc.com/risk-

paradoxical-embolism-rope-score 



Increasing RoPE score

 Increasing PFO prevalence, and 

 Increasing PFO attributable fraction
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Mr FW: How long is a piece or RoPE?

• 70 y/o M with recurrent R-HP and stroke

– Mar 2016: ASA  rivaroxaban

– May 2016: Rivaroxaban + ASA (81mg)

– Jul 2016: Rivaroxaban + ASA (325mg)

– Nov 2016 Dabigatran + clopidogrel

• Emphysema, no HTN/DM, remote smoking

• No h/o DVT/PE in him, sibs (x2), or kids (x2) 

– Mother had “clots in her legs”



Mr FW: How long is a piece or RoPE?

• MRI – L hemisphere DWI lesions

• CTA – mild calcifications at ICA origins

• Hypercoag testing nl

• ILR in situ



Mr FW: How long is a piece or RoPE?

• Transthoracic echo: 

– mild diastolic dysfunction

– R-L shunting “moderately positive with Valsalva”

– “mobile atrial septum”

– “prominent Chiari network”

RoPE Score = 4 (PFO af = 38%)



Mr FW: How long is a piece or RoPE?

• 1st stroke in 1982 (age 35)

• 1982 RoPE Score = 8 (PFO-af = 84%)



See important safety information referenced within.



Incidence Prevalence







Reasons that PFO related stroke may INCREASE in 

incidence with age

• Increased prevalence of DVT (thrombus source)

• Increased prevalence of PE (R-L shunting)

• Increased prevalence of cancer and hypercoagulability

• Increased peri-operative periods

• Increased sessility



Like the RoPE Score, the FDA wording is a guide

Do not let either replace clinical judgment



Thank you.


