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Should the Rapidly improving patient with 
significant vessel occlsuion be treated?

YES!
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• Meta-analysis from 1985 – 2002 

assessing recanalization

 53 studies

 Total 2066 patients

Recanalization equals better outcomes

Conclusion: Recanalization (by any means) is strongly 

associated with improved functional outcomes and reduced 

mortality



What is the natural history of strokes 

that are mild or have rapidly 

improving symptoms?



Stroke 2007





What happens to patients with LVO 

and low NIHSS?



AAN 2006





How do patients do with 

thrombolysis and endovascular 

therapies?



BMJ 2015















Do the risks outweigh the potential 

benefits of intervening?



AJNR 2016



- 484 patients were reviewed, 

33 patients met criteria of 

NIHSS < 8 who underwent 

intervention

- Median post procedure 

NIHSS 5

- Onset to groin puncture 

time 320 minutes

- Recanalization of TICI 2b or 

3 achieved in 79%

- 2 symptomatic ICH

- mRS 0-2 63%, mRS 0-3 in 

91%



Patients with large vessel occlusion and improving 

NIH can get worse over the next 48 hours, thus early 

intervention is recommended with low NIHSS 

patients with LVO. 





Thank you!

Questions?


