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• “…for every 10 minutes without 

reperfusion, 2 million nerve cells die”

 Time is crucial

• Avoidance of hypotension, BP 

variations, or BP extremes important to 

outcomes



Conscious Sedation Advantages

• Ability to monitor the patient’s 

neurologic status

• Faster

• Risks associated with an endotracheal

tube are avoided

• Better hemodynamics? 

 Patient’s autoregulation not impaired or 

effected by induction



Odds ratio >1.0 implies worse outcome with 

GA





But The Data Still 

Says Time is Brain!



The Debate Continues



Bottom Line

• Time is brain; therefore faster is better

• Some patients will tolerate mechanical 

thrombectomy, and some patients will 

be obstructive to their care

 There is a subpopulation of acute 

stroke patients who may benefit from 

GA

• Our practice: Conscious sedation as a 

rule; GA for the exception of severe 

aphasia or combativeness



Basilar Occlusion with 

Conscious Sedation



Thank you!

Questions?


