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Potentially relevant articles: 

n=2,666 

Articles requiring full review: 

n=513 

Review of titles 

and abstract 

Full text review 

Not an RCT: n=2,153 

Articles meeting criteria: 

n=110 

Post-hoc, subgroup, or pooled analyses  

             of included trials: 403 

Articles finally included in 

the meta-analysis: 

n=83 (22,729 pts) 

RCTs not reporting 30–day 

stroke rates: n=27 
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30-day stroke 

PCI vs off-pump CABG 
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Off-pump CABG vs on-pump CABG 
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OR (95% CI) 
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RCTs with > 100 patients 

RCTs with definition or with  

CEC adjudication of stroke 

High quality RCTs 

Random effect 

OR (95% CI) 

0.67 (0.41-0.95) 

0.71 (0.42-1.06) 

1.10 (0.67-1.72) 

0.75 (0.43-1.14) 

Favors off-pump CABG Favors on-pump CABG 

RCTs with > 1,000 patients 
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Overall 

0.72 (0.35-1.29) 

Sensitivity analyses 



 
 

Conclusions 

• Pooled data from meta-analyses suggest that 

PCI may be associated with lower risk of 

stroke than both on-pump CABG and off-

pump CABG 

 

• Although off-pump CABG seems to be 

associated with lower risk of stroke than on-

pump CABG, this results is mainly driven by 

studies at high risk of bias 

 


